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knowledge. Laches has a direct contrary opinion of it: he argues from Ms own experience, that he never knew a man, who valued himself upon this art, that had distinguished himself in the war; that, the Lacedemonians, who valued and cultivated military discipline beyond all others, gave no encouragement to these masters of defence; that, to excel in it, only served to make a coward more assuming and impudent, and to expose a brave man to envy and calumny, by making any little failing or oversight more conspicuous in him. Socrates is then prevailed upon to decide the difference, who artfully turns the question of much greater importance for a young man of spirit to know, namely, "what is valour, and how it is distinguished from a brutal and unmeaning fierceness." By interrogating Laches and Nicias, he shews, that such as had the highest reputation for courage in practice, were often very deficient in the theory; and yet none can communicate a virtue he possesses, without he has himself a clear idea of it. He proves, that valour must have
P, 197. Aa/ia^o?.] See his character in Plutarch in Mcias's life, and in Thucydides, and in Aristophanes in Acharnens: lie was remarkable for Ms bravery and Ms poverty; he wont to Sicily with Nieias and Alcibiades, as their colleague, 01. 91. 1, and died there.
Ib. KaXXi<rra ra rotaura ovo/tara Sicupeti'.] Prodicus is accordingly introduced in the Protagoras, p. 337, accurately distin-guisMng the sense of words, and denning all the terms he uses ; and again in the Protagoras, p. 358, and in the Meno, p. 75, and in the Charmides, p. 163. See also the Eutliydemus, p. 277, and this seems to have been the subject of his ETntfe^is Vid. Cratylum, p. 384.